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Prof Ani Nkang graduated with B. Sc (Hons.) from the University of Nigeria, Nsukka in 1977. On completion of his national service, he proceeded to Australia as the recipient of the Commonwealth Scholarship and Fellowship Plan (CSFP) award to the University of Queensland, ST. Lucia from where he obtained a PhD degree, with specialization in Rainforest Seed Biology, in 1986. He joined the services of the University of Calabar as Lecturer II in 1986 and was promoted to the rank of Professor of Plant and Ecological Studies in 2003. He has served at various times as departmental Head and Dean of Faculty of Science in the University of Calabar. Prof. Nkang is a Fellow of the Nigeria Environmental Society and has served as Chairman/member of several Panel Review Teams on environmental impact assessment (EIA) of projects for the Federal Ministry of Environment, Nigeria and Chairman/member of several accreditation panels for the National Universities Commission (NUC).

Prof. Nkang’s research interests focus on oxidative stress in seeds and plants and conservation of biodiversity, especially of the rainforest biome. In the course of his work he has attracted several research grants including those of the International Foundation for Science (IFS), the Tertiary Education Trust Fund (TETFUND) and Raw Materials Research Development Council (RMRDC) of Nigeria. Prof. Nkang has successfully supervised and co-supervised at least fourteen PhD and several M. Sc candidates. He has published over 75 peer-reviewed papers and 80 technical environmental reports in the focal area of biodiversity. He has also edited/co-edited several books. His wealth of experience led to his appointment in 2012 as a Consultant to the World Bank on Biodiversity/Sustainable Forestry focal area for the Nigeria Erosion and Watershed Management Project (NEWMAP). One of his publications is the World Bank report titled “Development of Biodiversity and sustainable forest management activities for the Nigeria Erosion and Watershed Management Project”. NEWMAP is currently intervening at numerous gully erosion sites in 22 States of the federation. Prof Nkang currently serves as an environmental consultant to several State and Federal governments and industrial establishments in Nigeria. He is widely travelled and has attended various conferences and workshops locally and across different continents in the world. Prof Nkang currently serves as the Vice-Chancellor of Arthur Jarvis University, Akpabuyo, Cross River State.
